
 

Glossary of Terms, Acronyms, Phrases & Initialisms used in Disaster Survival Preparedness and Relief 

If you’re new to the prepping world, you’re going to come across a lot of lingo — especially on forums — that you might 

not understand right away. Here is a quick glossary we have put together of some of the terms you’ll run into. 

Survivalists, Preppers, CERT Members, and Government Personnel involved in Disaster Relief have a Lexicon all their own, 

so we’ve provided a bit of reference to help you get a grip on what they’re saying. You can bookmark this page and come 

back to it if you need to look a certain phrase up while reading survival preparedness articles and materials. 

NOTE: In case you wondered what the difference is between an acronym and and initialism: 

acronym - (a type of abbreviation) 

A word formed from the initial parts (letters OR syllables OR arbitrary parts) of a name. 

Examples: NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 

initialism - (a type of abbreviation) 

A group of initial letters used as an abbreviation for a name or expression, each letter being pronounced 

separately. 

For example, “BBC” (British Broadcasting Corporation), or “PBS” (Public Broadcasting System). 

As Safety Professionals and Ocean Nuts – we like to use this example: SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) 

is an Initialism, whereas SCUBA (Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus) is an Acronym. So all those 

people out there referring to “TLA’s” (Three Letter Acronyms) like “BFF” are mistaken, and one of our favorite 

phrases “TLA is a TLA for TLA” is just plain wrong. 

Here we go… from the dry technical parlance “official” used by the Incident Command System to fun, colorful prepper 

terms like BOB, TEOTWAWKI, and ALICE… we’ve listed a few hundred of the preparedness and response nomenclature 

and slang here for you alphanumerically… Hold onto your hat – it is 32 pages and growing! 

#10 can - Specially formulated for long term food storage, a #10 can is approximately 7 x 6-1/4 inches. The specification 

refers to the can's physical size and does not measure the can's contents, which may vary. If you think of a classic soup 

can of vegetable “Tin” – that’s usually a #10 can. A freeze dried pasta dish might contain 2 lbs. of food equivalent to 26-

30 servings; while a hermetically sealed, freeze dried foods packed in #10 cans can last  to 25 years; while freeze dried 

survival food pouches, intended for backpackers and campers, can be vulnerable to moisture and pests (typically insects 

or rodents).  

#2.5 can -  A 2.5 can is about the size of a classic baking powder can. It's roughly 1/4 the size of a #10 can.   

ABAO - All Bets Are Off 

 



ABC Type Fire Extinguishers - Use a dry chemical compound to put out fires: 

What do the A B C ratings mean on Fire Extinguishers? (And what is a "5BC Fire Extinguisher?) Fire extinguishers 

are classified by fire type. The A, B, C rating system defines the kinds of burning materials each fire extinguisher 

is designed to fight. The number in front of the A, B, or C indicates the rating size of fire the unit can extinguish. 

Fire Extinguisher Rating – A “A” TRASH–WOOD–PAPER - Fire extinguishers with a Class A rating are effective 

against fires involving paper, wood, textiles, and plastics. The primary chemical used to fight these fires is 

monoammonium phosphate, because of its ability to smother fires in these types of materials. 

Fire Extinguisher rating – B “B” LIQUIDS - Fire extinguishers with a Class B rating are effective against flammable 

liquid fires. These can be fires where cooking liquids, oil, gasoline, kerosene, or paint have become ignited. Two 

commonly used chemicals are effective in fighting these types of fires. Monoammonium phosphate effectively 

smothers the fire, while sodium bicarbonate induces a chemical reaction which extinguishes the fire. 

Fire Extinguisher rating – C “C” ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT - Fire extinguishers with a Class C rating are suitable for 

fires in “live” electrical equipment. Both monoammonium phosphate and sodium bicarbonate are commonly 

used to fight this type of fire because of their nonconductive properties. 

What is a 5BC Fire Extinguisher? 

A 5BC extinguisher puts out B- and C-class fires. As shown above, B-class fires involve flammable liquids such as 

gasoline or grease. C-class fires involve electrical equipment. The "5" indicates, approximately, how many square 

feet of fire the extinguisher can put out. 

Action Plan - See Incident Action Plan. 

Agency - A division of government with a specific function offering a particular kind of assistance. In ICS, agencies are 

defined either as jurisdictional (having statutory responsibility for incident management) or as assisting or cooperating 

(providing resources or other assistance). An agency is a division of government with a specific function, or a 

nongovernmental organization (e.g., private contractor, business, etc.) that offers a particular kind of assistance. In ICS, 

agencies are defined as jurisdictional (having statutory responsibility for incident mitigation) or assisting and/or 

cooperating (providing resources and/or assistance). (See Assisting Agency, Cooperating Agency, Jurisdictional Agency, 

and Multiagency Incident.) 

Agency Administrator or Executive - Chief executive officer (or designee) of the agency or jurisdiction that has 

responsibility for an incident. 

Agency Dispatch - The agency or jurisdictional facility from which resources are allocated to incidents. 

Agency Representative - An individual assigned to an incident from an assisting or cooperating federal, state, local or 

tribal government agency or private entity that has been delegated authority to make decisions affecting that agency’s 

or organization’s participation in incident management activities following appropriate consultation with the leadership 

of that agency. Agency Representatives report to the Incident Liaison Officer. 

Air Operations Branch Director - The person primarily responsible for preparing and implementing the air operations 

portion of the Incident Action Plan. Also responsible for providing logistical support to helicopters operating on the 

incident. 

AJ-Agency having Jurisdiction. In the Incident Command System (ICS), an agency is a division of government with a 

specific function, or a nongovernmental organization that offers a particular kind of assistance. Agencies are defined as 



jurisdictional (having statutory responsibility for incident mitigation) or assisting and/or cooperating (providing 

resources and/or assistance). 

ALICE - All-Purpose Lightweight Individual Carrying Equipment. 

Allocated Resources - Resources dispatched to an incident. 

All-Risk - Any incident or event, natural or human-caused, that warrants action to protect life, property, environment, 

and public health and safety, and minimize disruption of governmental, social, and economic activities. 

Alpha Strategy - A survival strategy, which involves hoarding and storing extra supplies such as food, water and other 

consumable goods (medical supplies, alcohol, tobacco) at a level that is more than what your immediate family would 

need with the intention of using it for trade in a SHTF situation. Also referred to as “Hoarding” or stockpiling for the 

intention of barter or charitable contribution in the event of a catastrophic event. Storing extra logistics, as a hedge 

against inflation, and for use in barter and charity. This term was coined by economics writer John Pugsley.  

Aluminum Tape -  An aluminum alloy foil with pressure-sensitive adhesive and paper liner. Aluminum tape is useful for 

sealing a Faraday Cage, although the main purpose is for sealing air ducts.  

Anthrax - Caused by the bacterium Bacillus anthracis and is commonly found in livestock and can also be manufactured 

for use as weapon for bio-terror purposes. There are three primary way through which a person can be infected. 

Cutaneous Anthrax infects the skin and is caused by external exposure to Anthrax spores. It is treatable with antibiotics 

and does not typically lead to death. Inhalation of Anthrax is the most severe form of the disease, caused by breathing 

the spores into the lungs resulting in flu-like symptoms and eventually worsening and often fatal unless treatment is 

received. 

AP-Assembly Point 

APC - Armored Personnel Carrier. Also the brand name of a manufacturer of short-term backup power supplies.  

Apgar - A scoring system used to evaluate the health of newborn babies, typically taken at one minute and five minutes 

after delivery. 

ARC - American Red Cross  

Area Command (Unified Area Command) - An organization established to oversee the management of (1) multiple 

incidents that are each being handled by an ICS organization, or (2) large or multiple incidents to which several Incident 

Management Teams have been assigned. Area Command has the responsibility to set overall strategy and priorities, 

allocate critical resources according to priorities, ensure that incidents are properly managed, and ensure that objectives 

are met and strategies followed. Area Command becomes Unified Area Command when incidents are 

multijurisdictional. Area Command may be established at an emergency operations center facility or at some location 

other than an Incident Command Post. Area command may be established at and EOC facility or at some location other 

than and ICP. 

Assigned Resources - Resources checked in and assigned work tasks on an incident. 

Assignments - Tasks given to resources to perform within a given operational period, based upon tactical objectives in 

the Incident Action Plan. 

Assistant - Title for subordinates of the Command Staff positions. The title indicates a level of technical capability, 

qualifications, and responsibility subordinate to the primary positions. 



Assisting Agency - An agency or organization providing personnel, services, or other resources to the agency with direct 

responsibility for incident management. 

ATL - Attempt to Locate. (Law enforcement term.) See also - BOLO 

Available Resources - Resources assigned to an incident, checked in, and available for a mission assignment, normally 

located in a Staging Area. 

Awareness—The continual process of collection, analyzing, and disseminating intelligence, information, and knowledge 

to allow organizations and individuals to anticipate requirements and to react effectively.   

Ballistic Wampum - Same idea as an ALPHA STRATEGY but refers to the stockpiling of ammunition for the purposes of 

barter. 

Base - The location at which primary Logistics functions for an incident are coordinated and administered. There is only 

one Base per incident. (Incident name or other designator will be added to the term Base.) The Incident Command Post 

may be collocated with the Base. 

BIB - Bug-In Bag. A kit of essentials designed for "hunkering down", in place. See also - BOB. 

Biochip - See RFID and NAIS. 

Biological Attack - A biological attack occurs when a terrorist uses an agent that causes disease. 

Bioterrorism Agents - Terrorism using biologic agents. Biological diseases and the agents that might be used for 

terrorism have been listed by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (the CDC). The list includes a sizable 

number of "select agents" -- potential weapons whose transfer in the scientific and medical communities is regulated to 

keep them out of unfriendly hands. These "select agents" are very varied. They comprise viruses, bacteria, rickettsiae 

(micro-organisms that have traits common to both bacteria and viruses), fungi and biological toxins. 

Blizzard Warning - Heavy snow and strong winds will produce a blinding snow, near zero visibility, deep drifts and life-

threatening wind chill. 

BoB, BOB, or B-o-B - Bug-out Bag. Synonymous with G.O.O.D. Kit. See also - BIB, GOOD and INCH 

BOL, B.O.L., or B.o.L. - Bug-out Location. Synonymous with retreat 

Bomb threat - A bomb threat is a form of terrorism -- a threat to detonate an explosive. Often, such a threat is made via 

a telephone call. Although 98% of all bomb threats turn out to be false, and are considered pranks, they should be 

treated as real until proven otherwise. 

BoV or BOV - Bug-out Vehicle. Synonymous with G.O.O.D. Vehicle. See also - POV 

Branch - The organizational level having functional or geographic responsibility for major parts of the Operations or 

Logistics functions. The Branch level is organizationally between Section and Division/Group in the Operations Section, 

and between Section and Units in the Logistics Section. Branches are identified by the use of Roman numerals or by 

functional name (e.g., medical, security, etc.). 

BTP - Boston T. Party the pen name of a libertarian writer. 



Buddy Burner - Also called a "Vagabond Burner," a buddy burner is a home made fuel source for cooking. A popular 

buddy burner is made with Paraffin wax that's melted and poured into a tuna can that's filled with rolled cardboard. The 

device is then placed underneath a ventilated coffee can, which serves as a stove to the buddy burner. 

Bug out - To bug out is to bail out of the current location of uncertain circumstance and potential danger and head to 

safer a territory. See also Bug Out Bag.  Conversely, "bugging in" is hunkering down and staying at home in hiding. 

(Shelter in Place) 

Bug-Out Bag (BOB) - A bug out bag contains life essential gear pre-packed (usually in a backpack) in which a Prepper will 

use to escape. Included at minimum is a 72-hour supply of food and water per person. In the most basic sense, a BOB is 

a “kit” you put together containing enough essential supplies to allow you to survive for 72 hours on those supplies 

alone. They are also known as “72-Hour Kits”, “Get Out Of Dodge (GOOD) Bags”, “go-bags”, and “battle boxes”. Every 

BOB has its staples –food, water, clothing — but beyond that they are quite often (and indeed should be) customized for 

your particular needs and predicted situation.  

Bug-Out Location (BOL) – a pre determined location where one can retreat to in the event of a massive emergency 

situation. Usually pre-stoked with gear and food. 

Bug-Out Vehicle (BOV) – a vehicle of your choosing that you would utilize to “Get Out of Dodge” as quickly as possible. 

Examples of BOV could be a Jeep or a motorcycle. 

Cache - A pre-determined complement of tools, equipment, and/or supplies stored in a designated location, available 

for incident use. 

Camp - A geographical site, within the general incident area, separate from the Incident Base, equipped and staffed to 

provide sleeping, food, water, and sanitary services to incident personnel. 

Carrington event - a natural EMP-like event, caused by a large Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) of the Sun. (See also - CME 

and EMP.) 

CART-Community / County Animal Response Team 

Casualty—Any person who is declared dead or is missing, ill, or injured. 

Catastrophic Incident—Any natural or manmade incident, including terrorism, that results in extraordinary levels of 

mass casualties, damage or disruption severely affecting the population, infrastructure, environment, economy, national 

morale, and/or government functions.  A catastrophic event could result in sustained national impacts over a prolonged 

period of time; almost immediately exceeds resources normally available to state, local, tribal and private-sector 

authorities in the impacted area; and significantly interrupts governmental operations and emergency services to such 

an extent that national security could be threatened.  All catastrophic events are Incidents of National Significance. 

CDC - Centers for Disease Control 

Chain of Command—A series of command, control, executive, or management positions in hierarchal order of authority. 

Check-In - The process whereby resources first report to an incident. Check-in locations include: Incident Command Post 

(Resources Unit), Incident Base, Camps, Staging Areas, Helibases, Helispots, and Division Supervisors (for direct line 

assignments). 

Chemical Attack - The intentional release of hazardous chemical materials would be classified as an act of terrorism, 

however accidents involving hazardous materials may also occur. The course of action should be the same in either case. 



Chief - The ICS title for individuals responsible for functional Sections: Operations, Planning, Logistics, and 

Finance/Administration. 

Clear Text - The use of plain English in radio communications transmissions. No Ten Codes or agency-specific codes are 

used when utilizing clear text. 

CM - Compressed Meals (The U.S. Army' new alternative to MREs, with a freeze dried entree. These are about 2/3s the 

size and weight of an MRE.  

CME - Coronal Mass Ejection. (Solar flares.) See also - Carrington Event and EMP. 

Command - The act of directing and/or controlling resources by virtue of explicit legal, agency, or delegated authority. 

May also refer to the Incident Commander. 

Command Post - See Incident Command Post. 

Command Staff—In an incident management organization, the Command Staff consists of the Incident Command and 

the special staff positions of Public Information Officer, Safety Officer, Liaison Officer and other positions as required, 

who report directly to the Incident Commander.  They may have an assistant or assistants, as needed. 

Communications Unit - An organizational Unit in the Logistics Section responsible for providing communication services 

at an incident. A Communications Unit may also be a facility (e.g., a trailer or mobile van) used to provide the major part 

of an Incident Communications Center. 

Compacts - Formal working agreements among agencies to obtain mutual aid. 

Compensation/Claims Unit - Functional Unit within the Finance/Administration Section responsible for financial 

concerns resulting from property damage, injuries, or fatalities at the incident. 

Complex - Two or more individual incidents located in the same general area that are assigned to a single Incident 

Commander or to Unified Command. 

COMSEC - Communications Security 

Contaminated - The condition of an object or person that has more than an established limit of radioactive material 

adhering to its surface. (Adhesion of radioactive particulates on individuals and objects.)  

Contamination (radioactive) - Deposition of radioactive material in any place where it may harm persons, spoil 

experiments or make products or equipment unsuitable or unsafe for some specific use. The presence of unwanted 

radioactive matter; the presence of radioactive material outside its normal container where it is potentially hazardous.  

Cooling Station - Cooling stations are designated areas throughout a City that are activated during periods of extreme 

temperatures. 

Cooperating Agency - An agency supplying assistance other than direct operational or support functions or resources to 

the incident management effort. 

Coordinate - To bring into common action so as not to unnecessarily duplicate or omit important actions. Coordination 

does not involve direction of one agency by another.  

Coordination - The process of systematically analyzing a situation, developing relevant information, and informing 

appropriate command authority of viable alternatives for selection of the most effective combination of available 



resources to meet specific objectives. The coordination process (which can be either intra- or interagency) does not 

involve dispatch actions. However, personnel responsible for coordination may perform command or dispatch functions 

within the limits established by specific agency delegations, procedures, legal authority, etc. 

Coordination Center - A facility that is used for the coordination of agency or jurisdictional resources in support of one or 

more incidents. 

Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) -  A CME is set of powerful eruptions on the sun that break free from the solar atmosphere 

if masses of plasma reach the earth they could knock down the electrical grid. Specifically, CME is an intense solar 

activity often associated with solar flares, where a massive burst of solar wind releases into space or where the magnetic 

fields rise above the solar corona. The ejected matter and electromagnetic radiation can disrupt radio transmissions and 

cause damage to satellites, as well as potentially massive power outages. A Coronal Mass Ejection precedes a solar flare 

by sending electrically charging gas towards earth. 

Cost Sharing Agreements - Agreements between agencies or jurisdictions to share designated costs related to incidents. 

Cost sharing agreements are normally written but may also be oral between authorized agency or jurisdictional 

representatives at the incident. 

Cost Unit - Functional Unit within the Finance/Administration Section responsible for tracking costs, analyzing cost data, 

making cost estimates, and recommending cost-saving measures. 

C-Ration - Combat ration. The U.S. Army canned field rations that were replaced by MREs in the mid-1980s. 

Crew - See Single Resource. 

Critical Infrastructures—Systems and assets, whether physical or virtual, so vital to the United States that the incapacity 

or destruction of such systems and assets would have a debilitating impact on security, national economic security, 

national public health or safety, or any combination of those matters. 

CYA - Cover Your Assets 

Debris - The remains of something that has been otherwise destroyed. Depending on context, debris can refer to several 

things. 

Decon-Decontamination Area 

Delegation of Authority - A statement provided to the Incident Commander by the Agency Executive delegating 

authority and assigning responsibility. The Delegation of Authority can include objectives, priorities, expectations, 

constraints, and other considerations or guidelines as needed. Many agencies require written Delegation of Authority to 

be given to Incident Commanders prior to their assuming command on larger incidents. 

DEM-Department of Emergency Management (will sometimes have the state initials in front of it). The state entity that 

is responsible for disaster planning and response. Each state's DEM is typically the state's liaison with federal and local 

agencies on emergencies of all kinds. 

Demobilization Unit - Functional Unit within the Planning Section responsible for assuring orderly, safe, and efficient 

demobilization of incident resources. 

Demobilization-The process of concluding the response to a disaster event, including the orderly withdrawal of 

resources. 

Dept. of Ag-Department of Agriculture 



Deputy - A fully qualified individual who, in the absence of a superior, could be delegated the authority to manage a 

functional operation or perform a specific task. In some cases, a Deputy could act as relief for a superior and therefore 

must be fully qualified in the position. Deputies can be assigned to the Incident Commander, General Staff, and Branch 

Directors. 

DFO-Disaster Field Office. Temporary, local headquarters for FEMA staff and operations during a disaster. 

DHS-Department of Homeland Security. Established in 2002, DHS is the unifying core for the national network of 

organizations and institutions involved in the response to threats and hazards in the United States. 

Director - The ICS title for individuals responsible for supervision of a Branch. 

Dirty Bomb - A dirty bomb is a RDD that combines conventional explosives and radioactive material. On detonation the 

bomb is intended to scatter the radioactive material. It is possible that more damage and casualties may result from the 

explosion than from the radiation itself. 

Disaster—See Major Disaster. 

Dispatch - The implementation of a command decision to move a resource or resources from one place to another. 

Dispatch Center - A facility from which resources are ordered, mobilized, and assigned to an incident. 

Division - Divisions are used to divide an incident into geographical areas of operation. A Division is located within the 

ICS organization between the Branch and the Task Force/Strike Team. (See Group.) Divisions are identified by alphabetic 

characters for horizontal applications and, often, by floor numbers when used in buildings. 

DLP - Defense of Life and Property 

Documentation Unit - Functional Unit within the Planning Section responsible for collecting, recording, and safeguarding 

all documents relevant to the incident. 

DoD-Department of Defense 

Doomstead - Synonymous with survival retreat 

DRC-Disaster Recovery Center. A facility or mobile office where applicants may go for information about FEMA or other 

disaster assistance programs. 

DRS-Disaster Reduction System. Elements that together minimize vulnerabilities and disaster risks, to avoid (prevention) 

or to limit (mitigation and preparedness) the adverse impacts of hazards. 

Dutch oven -  A cast iron pot that cooks on hot charcoals and in a campfire ring. Make just about everything you cook in 

your oven at home, including pies, bread, cobblers, casseroles, baked beans, stew, cakes and more, with a Dutch oven. 

Before use, a Dutch oven will have a seasoning with oil, which adds flavoring to your meals and a healthy dose of iron. 

Once a Dutch oven has its seasoning, it should never be washed with soap or the future food you make in it will taste 

like soap. Wipe away the food after use and clean with hot water if necessary. Dry thoroughly and season with an 

inexpensive oil to coat the cooking surface. Store in a warm, dry place. Store the lid separately or cracked so air can 

circulate. 

EARS-Emergency Animal Response Services. Emergency sheltering and disaster relief services for animals coordinated 

and managed by United Animal Nations (UAN) 



EDC - Every Day Carry (of a firearm or bug out bag) 

EHS-Environmental Health & Safety OR extremely hazardous substance 

EICC-Emergency Information & Coordination Center. The location where Public Information Officers from each 

organization with a role in an incident response coordinate the messages that are distributed to the public about the 

incident. 

ELE - Extinction Level Event 

Electrolyte Solution - Electrolyte solutions/drinks contain sodium and potassium salts and are used to replenish the 

body's water and electrolyte levels after dehydration caused by exercise, diaphoresis, diarrhea vomiting, or starvation. 

Examples include Gatorade and Pedialyte. 

ElectroMagnetic Pulse (EMP) -  See also Coronal Mass Ejection and Solar Flares. An EMP scenario would render an 

electrical power outage of enormous magnitude.  It's electricity that pumps water to homes. Gas pumps use electricity, 

too. Imagine your world without water or gas. 

Emergency - Absent a Presidentially declared emergency, any incident(s), human-caused or natural, that requires 

responsive action to protect life or property. Under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 

an emergency means any occasion or instance for which, in the determination of the President, Federal assistance is 

needed to supplement State and local efforts and capabilities to save lives and to protect property and public health and 

safety, or to lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe in any part of the United States.  

Emergency Management Coordinator/Director - The individual within each political subdivision that has coordination 

responsibility for jurisdictional emergency management. 

Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) - The physical location at which the coordination of information and resources to 

support domestic incident management activities normally takes place. An EOC may be a temporary facility or may be 

located in a more central or permanently established facility, perhaps at a higher level of organization within a 

jurisdiction. EOCs may be organized by major functional disciplines (e.g., fire, law enforcement, and medical services), by 

jurisdiction (e.g., Federal, State, regional, county, city, tribal), or some combination thereof. 

Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) - The plan that each jurisdiction has and maintains for responding to appropriate 

hazards. 

Emergency Support Function (ESF)—A grouping of government and certain private-sector capabilities into tan 

organizational structure to provide the support, resources, program implementation and services that are most likely to 

be needed to save lives, protect property and the environment, restore essential services and critical infrastructure, and 

help victims and communities return to normal, when feasible, following domestic incidents. The ESFs serve as the 

primary operational-level mechanism to provide assistance to state, local, and tribal governments or to federal 

departments and agencies conduction missions of primary federal responsibility. ESF-8 is the Health and Medical 

Services Annex http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/frp/frpesf8.htm. 

EMI-Emergency Management Institute. Organization within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that 

offers courses designed for people who have emergency management responsibilities. Courses include those that meet 

the requirements specified in the National Incident Management System (NIMS). 

EMP (ElectroMagnetic Pulse) - An EMP is a sudden burst of electromagnetic radiation that has the potential to render all 

electrical systems and electronic devices useless. EMPs are caused by solar flares and by certain types of high-powered 



explosions, especially nuclear, which cause fluctuations in electric and magnetic fields resulting in powerful voltage 

spikes. A large-scale EMP would take out the Internet, phones, computers, and anything that relies on computer 

controls, including cars, the electrical grid, and household appliances. See also HEMP DEVICE 

EMS-Emergency Management System. First response services such as fire, law enforcement, paramedics, etc. 

EOC-Emergency Operations Center. The physical location at which the coordination of information and resources to 

support incident management activities takes place. An EOC may be a temporary facility or may be located in a more 

central or permanently established facility. 

EOP-Emergency Operations Plan. The plan that each jurisdiction has and maintains for responding to appropriate 

hazards. 

EPA-Environmental Protection Agency 

EPCRA-Emergency Planning & Community Right to Know Act of 1986. EPCRA establishes requirements for federal, state 

and local governments, Indian tribes, and industry regarding emergency planning and community right-to-know 

reporting on hazardous and toxic chemicals. 

ERT-Emergency Response Team 

ESF-Emergency Support Function (part of the National Response Framework and/or community plans). The five major 

emergency-support functions in ICS are command, operations, planning, logistics, and finance/administration. 

ESRI-Environmental Systems Research Institute. ESRI designs and develops geographic information system (GIS) 

technology. 

Event - A planned, non-emergency activity. ICS can be used as the management system for a wide range of events, e.g., 

parades, concerts, or sporting events. 

EVERY-DAY CARRY KIT (EDC) - Like the name says, this is a kit, usually a backpack, messenger bag or something else easy 

to carry, that contains supplies you should have on you AT ALL TIMES, not only in a serious, bug-out, SHTF (see below) 

situation. Like a BOB, it should be customized to your particular needs, but some common supplies are a bottle of water, 

a couple of Powerbars (or similar high-protein bar), firemaking capabilities, a small knife and maybe a snare or fishing 

line/hooks. One other important item that is a lot of times left out of the “list of essentials” you’ll see out on the web is 

any medications you are on. Not that you want to lug an entire pharmacy around with you, but a 3 day supply of 

whatever it is you’re on is essential. 

FAA-Federal Aviation Administration 

Facilities Unit - Functional Unit within the Support Branch of the Logistics Section that provides fixed facilities for the 

incident. These facilities may include the Incident Base, feeding areas, sleeping areas, sanitary facilities, etc. 

Faraday cage - A shielding enclosure for electronics. See also - EMP and Carrington Event  A Faraday cage, first 

developed in 1836, is shielding device intended to protect electronic equipment from an intense interruption of solar 

radiation known as the ElectroMagnetic Pulse. See also electromagnetic Pulse (EMP). The enclosure of a Faraday cage or 

box protects by blocking out static and non static electrical fields. There are many theories on the proper way to build a 

Faraday cage, and many involve antistatic bags, and packaging materials such as styrofoam and antistatic bubble wrap. 

FCO-Federal Coordinating Officer. An FCO is the senior official who manages and coordinates federal resource support 

activities related to disasters and emergencies. 



FECC-Federal Emergency Communications Coordinator. The position that coordinates with federal officials during an 

incident response. 

Federal - Of or pertaining to the Federal Government of the United States of America. 

FEMA-Federal Emergency Management Agency. The US government agency whose primary mission is to reduce the loss 

of life and property and protect the nation from all hazards. In 2003, FEMA became a division of the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS). 

FERC-Federal Emergency Response Capability. FERC defines what federal resources are capable of delivering and when. 

Fiat Currency - Any paper currency that is issued at will, without convertibility to precious metals or other tangibles. 

(From the Latin "Let it be done.") 

Field Operations Guide - A pocket-size manual of instructions on the application of the Incident Command System. 

FIFO - First In, First Out—A warehousing and stock rotation term used in survival preparedness for food storage rotation. 

Finance/Administration Section - The Section responsible for all incident costs and financial considerations. Includes the 

Time Unit, Procurement Unit, Compensation/Claims Unit, and Cost Unit. 

Fire hydrant wrench - A fire hydrant wrench can unlock a source of hidden or otherwise unattainable water: the local 

fire hydrant. Ownership of this inexpensive device can unlock water as a resource for your entire neighborhood. 

Flash Floods - A flood that is caused by heavy or excessive rainfall in a short period of time, generally under 6 hours, 

leading to water that rises and falls quite rapidly. The term may also be used to alert the public of non-life threatening 

flooding of small streams, streets, storm drains, and low lying urban areas. A flash flood can also be caused by the failure 

of a dam or from ice jams on waterways. 

FOB - Forward Operating Base 

Food Grade Bucket -  Food grade buckets will store food for upwards of 25-years, keeping food airtight, safe and dry. 

Opening such a bucket requires a special tool. Sealed buckets require a bucket and bung opener. 

Food Insurance -  Food insurance is not an actual policy offered for sale, but rather a prepper's phrase for the peace of 

mind in knowing that one has secured long term food reserves. 

Food Unit - Functional Unit within the Service Branch of the Logistics Section responsible for providing meals for incident 

personnel. 

Force Multiplier - A capability that, when added to and employed by a combat force, significantly increases the combat 

potential of that force and thus enhances the probability of successful mission accomplishment. (US DOD definition.) 

Freezing Rain - Freezing rain is rain that freezes when it hits the ground, creating a coating of ice on roads and walkways. 

Frost/Freeze Warning - Below freezing temperatures are expected 

Frostbite - Damage to body tissue caused by that tissue being frozen. Frostbite causes a loss of feeling and a white or 

pale appearance in extremities, such as fingers, toes, ear lobes, or the tip of the nose. If symptoms are detected, get 

medical help immediately! If you must wait for help, slowly warm affected areas. 

FUD - Fear, Uncertainty, and Doubt 



Function - Function refers to the five major activities in ICS: Command, Operations, Planning, Logistics, and 

Finance/Administration. The term function is also used when describing the activity involved, e.g., the planning function. 

A sixth function, Intelligence, may be established, if required, to meet incident management needs. 

FWIW - For What Its Worth 

G.O.O.D. - Get Out of Dodge--the author’s generic acronym for leaving the big city in a hurry WTSHTF. The term Get Out 

of Dodge kit is synonymous with Bug Out Bag. See also - BOB, INCH, and WTSHTF 

Gamma lid -  An airtight lid for bucket style food grade plastic containers. 

General Staff - A group of incident management personnel organized according to function and reporting to the Incident 

Commander. The General Staff normally consists of the Operations Section Chief, Planning Section Chief, Logistics 

Section Chief, and Finance/Administration Section Chief. 

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) - Genetically modified is not the same as "hybrid" which is a cross between two 

species. With Genetically Modified Organisms, a gene from one species (plant or animal) is transferred to another, 

creating something artificial (not found in nature). GMOs are dangerous to humans. Laboratory tests in rats link 

problems with infertility. 

Genny - Slang for generator 

GHB - Get Home Bag 

Ghee -  Ghee is clarified butter. The solids are removed from the butter, eliminating LDLs, or "bad" cholesterol. Best of 

all, clarified butter is ideal for cooking at higher temperatures than non-clarified butter. Clarified butter has a long-term 

shelf-life. Use it in any type of cooking, baking, frying, or basting, or popcorn. 

GIS-Geographic Information Systems 

GMO - Genetically Modified Organism 

Golden Horde - In historical contexts, the Mongol Horde of the 13th Century, but in Survivalist context, the anticipated 

large mixed horde of refugees and looters that will pour out of the metropolitan regions WTSHTF. 

Ground Support Unit - Functional Unit within the Support Branch of the Logistics Section responsible for the fueling, 

maintaining, and repairing of vehicles, and the transportation of personnel and supplies. 

Group - Groups are established to divide the incident into functional areas of operation. Groups are composed of 

resources assembled to perform a special function not necessarily within a single geographic division. (See Division.) 

Groups are located between Branches (when activated) and Resources in the Operations Section. 

Ham - A slang term for an amateur radio operator. It is not an acronym and therefore should not have all the letters 

capitalized. 

Hard Money - Currency that is either redeemable in precious metals, or issued in the form of precious metals. 

Hardened (electronics) - See – EMP 

Hazard - Something that is potentially dangerous or harmful, often the root cause of an unwanted outcome. 

Hazard Mitigation—Any cost-effective measure which will reduce the potential for damage to a facility from a disaster 

event. 



Hazardous Material—A substance or material, including a hazardous substance capable of posing an unreasonable risk 

to health, safety, and property. 

Hazardous Substance—As defined by the NCP, any substance designated pursuant to section 311(b)(2)(A) mixture, 

solution, or substance designated pursuant to section 102 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA); any hazardous waste having the characteristics identified under or listed 

pursuant to section 3001 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (but not including any waste the regulation of which under the 

Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. §6901 et seq.) has been suspended by act of Congress); any toxic pollutant listed 

under section 307(a) of the Clean Water Act; any hazardous air pollutant listed under section 112 of the Clean Air Act (42 

U.S.C. §7521 et seq); and any imminently hazardous chemical substance or mixture with respect to which the EPA 

Administrator has taken action pursuant to section 7 of the Toxic Substances Control Act 15 U.S.C. §2601 et seq.). 

HAZMAT-Hazardous Material 

HAZOP-Hazard & Operability Study. This report lets responders know what the hazards are for a particular response. 

HDPE - High Density Polyethylene is used in milk, juice and water containers in order to take advantage of its excellent 

protective barrier properties. Most five gallon "food grade" buckets are made from HDPE. 

Heat Cramps - Extremely high temperatures can cause muscular pains and spasms called heat cramps. Heat cramps 

don't usually require emergency medical attention but is an early sign that the body is having difficulty with heat. 

Heat Exhaustion - Occurs when essential body fluids are lost through heavy sweating due to vigorous exercise or working 

in a hot, humid environment. Symptoms include: sweating; pale clammy skin; fatigue; headache; dizziness; shallow 

breaths; and a weak or rapid pulse. Heat Exhaustion can be treated with rest in a cool area, water or electrolyte 

solutions, elevating the feet twelve inches, and further medical treatment in severe cases. 

Heat Index - The heat index combines air temperature and humidity to determine an apparent temperature, i.e., how 

hot it actually feels. The body cools itself by perspiration, or sweating, in which the water in the sweat evaporates and 

moves heat away from the body. However, the evaporation rate of the water is reduced when the relative humidity is 

high. Heat is removed from the body at a lower rate, causing it to retain more heat than it would in dry air 

Heat Stroke - "Sunstroke." The body's temperature control system, which produces sweat to cool the body, stops 

working. The skin is flushed, hot and dry, and body temperature may be elevated. This is the most serious of all heat 

related and victims should seek medical attention. 

Helibase - The main location for parking, fueling, maintenance, and loading of helicopters operating in support of an 

incident. It is usually located at or near the incident Base. 

Helispot - Any designated location where a helicopter can safely take off and land. Some Helispots may be used for 

loading of supplies, equipment, or personnel. 

HEMP - High Altitude Electromagnetic Pulse. See also - EMP. 

Hierarchy of Command - See Chain of Command. 

HMAC-Hazardous Materials Advisory Council. Also known as the Dangerous Goods Advisory Council (DGAC), HMAC is an 

international, nonprofit, educational organization that promotes safety in domestic and international transportation of 

dangerous goods. 



Hypothermia - Hypothermia occurs when the body temperature gets too low. Symptoms include, uncontrollable 

shivering, memory loss, disorientation, incoherence, slurred speech, drowsiness, and apparent exhaustion. 

IAP-Incident Action Plan. A written plan that defines the response to a specific incident, including objectives, strategy, 

and resources. 

IC-Incident Commander. The individual responsible for all incident activities, including the development of strategies and 

tactics and the ordering and the release of resources. The IC has overall authority and responsibility for conducting 

incident operations and is responsible for the management of all incident operations at the incident site. 

ICS / IMS-Incident Command System / Incident Management System. A standardized on-scene emergency management 

organization — the combination of facilities, equipment, personnel, procedures, and communications operating within a 

common organizational structure — designed to aid in the management of resources during incidents. It is used for all 

kinds of emergencies and is applicable to small as well as large and complex incidents. ICS is used by various jurisdictions 

and functional agencies, both public and private, to organize field-level incident management operations. 

IDLH-Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health 

IMHO - In My Humble Opinion 

IMO - In My Opinion 

INCH - I'm Never Coming Home (kit). An "INCH" kit is the gear that you would take in the event of a worst case, wherein 

you would only have one trip "Out of Dodge." See also BOB, GOOD, WTSHTF, and INCH.  

Incident - An occurrence or event, natural or human-caused, that requires an emergency response to protect life or 

property. Incidents can, for example, include major disasters, emergencies, terrorist attacks, terrorist threats, wildland 

and urban fires, floods, hazardous materials spills, nuclear accidents, aircraft accidents, earthquakes, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, tropical storms, war-related disasters, public health and medical emergencies, and other occurrences 

requiring an emergency response. 

Incident Action Plan (IAP) - An oral or written plan containing general objectives reflecting the overall strategy for 

managing an incident. It may include the identification of operational resources and assignments. It may also include 

attachments that provide direction and important information for management of the incident during one or more 

operational periods. 

Incident Action Plan—An oral or written plan containing general objectives reflecting the overall strategy for managing 

an incident. It may include the identification of operational resources and assignments. It may also include attachments 

that provide direction and important information for the management of the incident during one or more operational 

periods. 

Incident Base - Location at the incident where the primary Logistics functions are coordinated and administered. 

(Incident name or other designator will be added to the term Base.) The Incident Command Post may be collocated with 

the Base. There is only one Base per incident. 

Incident Command Post (ICP) - The field location at which the primary tactical-level, on-scene incident command 

functions are performed. The ICP may be collocated with the incident base or other incident facilities and is normally 

identified by a green rotating or flashing light. 



Incident Command Post (ICP)—The filed location at which the primary tactical-level, on-scene incident command 

functions are performed. The ICP may be co-located with the incident base or other incident facilities and is normally 

identified by a green rotating or flashing light. 

Incident Command System (ICS) - A standardized on-scene emergency management construct specifically designed to 

provide for the adoption of an integrated organizational structure that reflects the complexity and demands of single or 

multiple incidents, without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries. ICS is the combination of facilities, equipment, 

personnel, procedures, and communications operating within a common organizational structure, designed to aid in the 

management of resources during incidents. It is used for all kinds of emergencies and is applicable to small as well as 

large and complex incidents. ICS is used by various jurisdictions and functional agencies, both public and private, to 

organize field-level incident management operations. 

Incident Commander (IC) - The individual responsible for all incident activities, including the development of strategies 

and tactics and the ordering and the release of resources. The IC has overall authority and responsibility for conducting 

incident operations and is responsible for the management of all incident operations at the incident site. 

Incident Communications Center - The location of the Communications Unit and the Message Center. 

Incident Complex - See Complex. 

Incident Management Team (IMT) - The Incident Commander and appropriate Command and General Staff personnel 

assigned to an incident. 

Incident Mitigation—Actions taken during an incident designed to minimize impacts or contain the damages to property 

or the environment. 

Incident Objectives - Statements of guidance and direction necessary for the selection of appropriate strategy(ies), and 

the tactical direction of resources. Incident objectives are based on realistic expectations of what can be accomplished 

when all allocated resources have been effectively deployed. Incident objectives must be achievable and measurable, 

yet flexible enough to allow for strategic and tactical alternatives. 

Incident of National Significance—Based on criteria established in HSPD-5, an actual or potential high-impact event that 

requires a coordinated and effective response by and appropriate combination of federal, state, local, tribal, non-

governmental, and/or private-sector entities in order to save lives and minimize damage, and provide the basis for long-

term community recovery and mitigation activities. 

Incident Support Organization - Includes any off-incident support provided to an incident. Examples would be Agency 

Dispatch Centers, Airports, Mobilization Centers, etc. 

Incident Types - Incidents are categorized by five types based on complexity. Type 5 incidents are the least complex and 

Type 1 the most complex. 

Incident-An occurrence or event, natural or human-caused, that requires an emergency response to protect life or 

property. 

Incident—An occurrence or event, natural or human-caused, that requires an emergency response to protect life or 

property. Incidents can, for example, include major disasters, emergencies, terrorist attacks, terrorist threats, wild land 

and urban fires, floods, hazardous materials spills, nuclear accidents, aircraft accidents, earthquakes, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, tropical storms, war-related disasters, public health and medical emergencies, and other occurrences 

requiring an emergency response. 



Infrastructure—The human-made physical systems, assets, projects and structures, publicly and/or privately owned that 

are used by or provide benefit to the public. Examples of infrastructure include utilities, bridges, levees, drinking water 

systems, electrical systems, communications systems, dams, sewage systems and roads. 

Ingestion County - A county that lies wholly or partially within the 50 Mile IPZ which has the potential for significant 

contamination from a release at a nuclear power plant, mainly through ingestion of contaminated foodstuffs.  

Ingestion Exposure Pathway Plan - This document has been created as a tool for use in identifying such significant 

events, communicating with necessary local, state, and federal authorities as well as outlining other essential actions 

necessary to warn the public and lessen the impact to the food supply. The Ingestion Pathway Plan has been developed 

in collaboration with the appropriate federal, state, local and private organizations and will be maintained and updated 

through the use of an established exercise and evaluation program that is compliant with the US  

Ingestion Pathway Planning Zone (IPZ) - The area that lies within a fifty (50) mile radius of a nuclear power plant. Eleven 

(11) Indiana counties lie wholly or partially within the area. (See Ingestion Exposure Pathway)  

Initial Action - The actions taken by resources that are the first to arrive at an incident site. 

Initial Actions—The actions taken by those responders first to arrive at an incident site. 

Initial Response - Resources initially committed to an incident. 

Initial Response Resources (IRR)—Disaster support commodities that may be pre-staged, in anticipation of a catastrophic 

event, at a federal facility close to a disaster area for immediate application through an NRP ESF operation.  The initial 

response resources are provided to victims and all levels of government responders immediately after a disaster occurs. 

They are designed to augment state and local capabilities. DHS/EPR/FEMA Logistics Division stores and maintains 

critically needed initial response commodities for victims and responders and pre-positions supplies and equipment 

when required. The initial response resources include supplies (baby food, baby formula, blankets, cots, diapers, meals 

ready-to-eat, plastic sheeting, tents, and water) and equipment (emergency generators, industrial ice-makers, mobile 

kitchen kits, portable potties with service, portable showers and refrigerated vans). 

Intelligence Officer - The intelligence officer is responsible for managing internal information, intelligence, and 

operational security requirements supporting incident management activities. These may include information security 

and operational security activities, as well as the complex task of ensuring that sensitive information of all types (e.g., 

classified information, law enforcement sensitive information, proprietary information, or export-controlled 

information) is handled in a way that not only safeguards the information, but also ensures that it gets to those who 

need access to it to perform their missions effectively and safely. 

Island Effect - An urban heat island is a metropolitan area that is significantly warmer than its surroundings. As 

population grows in size, and infrastructure increases, cities tend to have a corresponding increase in average 

temperature. According to the EPA, on hot summer days, urban air can be 2-10°F [2-6°C] hotter than the surrounding 

countryside 

Isolated Retreat - A privately owned stronghold designed to be almost entirely self-sufficient and self-contained. Also, 

often called a Remote Retreat 

JBT - Jack Booted Thug  

JIC - Just In Case 



JIC-Joint Information Center. A facility established to coordinate all incident-related public information activities. It is the 

central point of contact for all news media at the scene of the incident. 

JIT - Just In Time (invenory control system). 

JMHO - Just My Humble Opinion 

Joint Information Center (JIC) - A facility established to coordinate all incident-related public information activities. It is 

the central point of contact for all news media at the scene of the incident. Public information officials from all 

participating agencies should collocate at the JIC. 

Joint Information System (JIS) - Integrates incident information and public affairs into a cohesive organization designed 

to provide consistent, coordinated, timely information during crisis or incident operations. The mission of the JIS is to 

provide a structure and system for developing and delivering coordinated interagency messages; developing, 

recommending, and executing public information plans and strategies on behalf of the Incident Commander; advising 

the Incident Commander concerning public affairs issues that could affect a response effort; and controlling rumors and 

inaccurate information that could undermine public confidence in the emergency response effort. 

Junk Silver - 1964 or earlier mint date circulated U.S. silver dimes, quarters, or half dollars with little or no numismatic 

value. These coin have a silver content of 90%. 

Jurisdiction - A range or sphere of authority. Public agencies have jurisdiction at an incident related to their legal 

responsibilities and authority. Jurisdictional authority at an incident can be political or geographical (e.g., city, county, 

tribal, State, or Federal boundary lines) or functional (e.g., law enforcement, public health). 

Jurisdictional Agency - The agency having jurisdiction and responsibility for a specific geographical area, or a mandated 

function. 

Kinds of Resources - Describe what the resource is (e.g., medic, firefighter, Planning Section Chief, helicopters, 

ambulances, combustible gas indicators, bulldozers). 

KISS or K.I.S.S.  - "Keep it Simple, Stupid!" 

Lake Effect - Lake effect occurs when cold winds move across long areas of warmer lake water, picking up water vapor 

that freezes and is deposited on shore. This effect is intensified when the moving air mass is uplifted by the higher 

elevations on the downwind shores. This uplift of air can produce intense bands of precipitation, which deposit at a rate 

of many inches of snow per hour. 

Landing Zone - See Helispot. 

Larder - Essentially a pantry. A larder is a cool place for storing food.  A "larder" is where  early Americans kept their lard 

(which is the fat from the abdomen of a pig that has been clarified for cooking). Larders were built on the part of the 

house that received least amount of sun. Preppers sometimes refer to a "deep larder," which is in reference to food 

storage items that can last 10-25 years. Some Preppers have buried, hidden or split larders -- all in an effort to maximize 

their storage efforts from looters or natural loss. Preppers don't keep all their food in one larder! 

Leader - The ICS title for an individual responsible for a Task Force, Strike Team, or functional unit. 

LEPC-Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Liaison - A form of communication for establishing and maintaining mutual understanding and cooperation. 



Liaison Officer (LNO) - A member of the Command Staff responsible for coordinating with representatives from 

cooperating and assisting agencies. The Liaison Officer may have Assistants. 

Liaison Officer—A member of the Command Staff responsible for coordinating with representatives from cooperating 

and assisting agencies. 

Living off the grid - People "living off the grid" do not rely on municipal water supply, sewer, natural gas, or electrical 

power, which is the "grid" of society. Many survivalist and homesteaders partake in this way of self sufficiency in living 

that does not rely on public gas and electrical resources, municipal sewer systems, garbage and recycling services or 

County water supplies. 

Local Government - A county, municipality, city, town, township, local public authority, school district, special district, 

intrastate district, council of governments (regardless of whether the council of governments is incorporated as a 

nonprofit corporation under State law), regional or interstate government entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local 

government; an Indian tribe or authorized tribal organization, or in Alaska a Native village or Alaska Regional Native 

Corporation; a rural community, unincorporated town or village, or other public entity. See Section 2 (10), Homeland 

Security Act of 2002, Public Law 107-296, 116 Stat. 2135 (2002). 

Local Government—A county, municipality, city, town, township local public authority, school district,  

LOC-Level of Concern 

Logistics - Providing resources and other services to support incident management. 

Logistics Section - The Section responsible for providing facilities, services, and materials for the incident. 

LOS - Line of Sight. Many communications technologies require an unobstructed path between transmitter and receiver, 

as in microwave radio, satellite communications, and laser/infrared optical communications links. 

MAA-Mutual Aid Agreement. A agreement between organizations that generally defines the roles the organizations will 

play during a disaster. 

MACS-Multi-Agency Coordination System. MACS provide the architecture to support coordination for incident 

prioritization, critical resource allocation, communications systems integration, and information coordination. 

MAD - Mutually Assured Destruction 

Major Disaster - As defined under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122), a 

major disaster is any natural catastrophe (including any hurricane, tornado, storm, high water, wind-driven water, tidal 

wave, tsunami, earthquake, volcanic eruption, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, or drought), or, regardless of cause, any 

fire, flood, or explosion, in any part of the United States, which in the determination of the President causes damage of 

sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant major disaster assistance under this Act to supplement the efforts and 

available resources of States, tribes, local governments, and disaster relief organizations in alleviating the damage, loss, 

hardship, or suffering caused thereby. 

Mall Ninja - Someone that values style over substance 

Management by Objective - A management approach that involves a four-step process for achieving the incident goal. 

The Management by Objectives approach includes the following: establishing overarching objectives; developing and 

issuing assignments, plans, procedures, and protocols; establishing specific, measurable objectives for various incident 



management functional activities and directing efforts to fulfill them, in support of defined strategic objectives; and 

documenting results to measure performance and facilitate corrective action. 

Managers - Individuals within ICS organizational Units that are assigned specific managerial responsibilities, e.g., Staging 

Area Manager or Camp Manager. 

Mason Jars - Glass jars for canning. 

Meals Read to Eat (MRE) -  An MRE is a food product entirely conceived for the military in which enabled troops to eat 

warm and nutritious meals directly from the packaging. An MRE, is a meal that is ready to eat because it includes 

chemical packet to instantly heat individual meals enabling consumption of heated foods without the use of fire or a 

stove. 

Medical Unit - Functional Unit within the Service Branch of the Logistics Section responsible for the development of the 

Medical Emergency Plan, and for providing emergency medical treatment of incident personnel. 

Message Center - The Message Center is part of the Incident Communications Center and is collocated or placed 

adjacent to it. It receives, records, and routes information about resources reporting to the incident, resource status, 

and administrative and tactical traffic. 

Mitigation - The activities designed to reduce or eliminate risks to persons or property or to lessen the actual or 

potential effects or consequences of an incident. Mitigation measures may be implemented prior to, during, or after an 

incident. Mitigation measures are often formed by lessons learned from prior incidents. Mitigation involves ongoing 

actions to reduce exposure to, probability of, or potential loss from hazards. Measures may include zoning and building 

codes, floodplain buyouts, and analysis of hazard- related data to determine where it is safe to build or locate temporary 

facilities. Mitigation can include efforts to educate governments, businesses, and the public on measures they can take 

to reduce loss and injury. 

Mobilization - The process and procedures used by all organizations (Federal, State, and local) for activating, assembling, 

and transporting all resources that have been requested to respond to or support an incident. 

Mobilization Center - An off-incident location at which emergency service personnel and equipment are temporarily 

located pending assignment, release, or reassignment. 

MOE - Measures of Effectiveness 

MOI - Mechanism of Injury  

MOLLE - Modular Lightweight Load-carrying Equipment  

Molon Labe - Greek for "Come and Take [It]" --the rallying cry of the modern Second Amendment Movement.  

MOU-Memorandum of Understanding. A disaster-related MOU is an agreement between organizations that very 

specifically defines the roles the organizations may play during a disaster. 

MRE - Meal, Ready to Eat (U.S. Army field rations) 

MSDS-Material Safety Data Sheet. A form that provides workers and emergency personnel with procedures for handling 

or working with a particular substance in a safe manner. 

MSM - Main Stream Media 



Multiagency Coordination (MAC) - The coordination of assisting agency resources and support to emergency operations. 

Multiagency Coordination Systems (MACS) - Multiagency coordination systems provide the architecture to support 

coordination for incident prioritization, critical resource allocation, communications systems integration, and 

information coordination. The components of multiagency coordination systems include facilities, equipment, 

emergency operations centers (EOCs), specific multiagency coordination entities, personnel, procedures, and 

communications. These systems assist agencies and organizations to fully integrate the subsystems of the NIMS. 

Multiagency Incident - An incident where one or more agencies assist a jurisdictional agency or agencies. May be single 

or unified command. 

Mutual Aid Agreement—Written agreement between agencies, organizations, and/or jurisdictions that they will assist 

one another on request by furnishing personnel, equipment and/or expertise in a specified manner. 

Mylar bags -  Food grade bags, pictured immediate left, help provide a barrier to protect food from sunlight. Mylar bags, 

when combined with oxygen absorbers and stored in food grade SuperPails, can help Preppers store large quantities of 

food for 25 years or more. They are puncture resistant and have a metallic appearing outer surface. Mylar bags are 

effective for protecting other Prepper supplies such as ammunition and medical supplies, which would other suffer 

general corrosion that comes with varying weather and heat conditions over time. 

 

NAIS - National Animal Identification System. This scheme will use RFID biochips 

National Disaster Medical System (NDMS)—A coordinated partnership between DHS, HHS, DOD, and the Department of 

Veterans Affairs established for the purpose of responding to the needs of victims of a public health emergency. NDMS 

provides medical response assets and the movement of patient to health care facilities where definitive medical care is 

received when required. 

National Incident Management System (NIMS) - A system mandated by HSPD-5 that provides a consistent nationwide 

approach for Federal, State, local, and tribal governments; the private sector; and nongovernmental organizations to 

work effectively and efficiently together to prepare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of 

cause, size, or complexity. To provide for interoperability and compatibility among Federal, State, local, and tribal 

capabilities, the NIMS includes a core set of concepts, principles, and terminology. HSPD-5 identifies these as the ICS; 

multiagency coordination systems; training; identification and management of resources (including systems for 

classifying types of resources); qualification and certification; and the collection, tracking, and reporting of incident 

information and incident resources. 

National—of a nationwide character, including the federal, state, local and tribal aspects of governance and policy. 

NEIS-National Earthquake Information Service 

NEMA-National Emergency Management Association. NEMA is the professional association for state emergency 

management directors. 

NFPA-National Fire Protection Association. The NFPA mission is to reduce the worldwide burden of fire and other 

hazards on the quality of life by developing and advocating consensus codes and standards, research, training, and 

education. 

NGO-Non-Governmental Organization 



NIMS-National Incident Management System, the federally-mandated management structure used for disasters 

NINJA - No Income, No Job or Assets 

NIOSH -  NIOSH is an acronym that stands for the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. NIOSH-approved 

first aid kits are the same as kits that are OSHA compliant; however the rules change, so what was compliant last year 

may not be compliant this year. 

NOAA - The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is an agency of the United States Department of 

Commerce focused on administering the conditions of the oceans and the atmosphere. The NOAA warns of dangerous 

weather, charts our seas and skies, guides our use of ocean and coastal resources, and conducts research to improve our 

understanding of the environment. 

Non-GMO seeds -  Seeds that may be planted and replanted endlessly. GMO is a genetically modified organism. When 

referring to non-GMO seeds, the reference is to seeds that have not been genetically modified. Unfortunately, while 

genetically modifying plants can produce greater crop yields and even reduce the need for pesticides, there is a very real 

fear that GMO seeds may harbor new allergens. 

Non-governmental Organization (NGO)—A nonprofit entity that is based on interests of its members, individuals, or 

institutions and that is not created by a government, but may work cooperatively with government.  Such organizations 

serve a public purpose, not a private benefit. Examples of NGOs include faith-based charity organizations and the 

American Red Cross. 

NPL-National Priority List. The NPL is the list of national priorities among the known releases or threatened releases of 

hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants throughout the United States and its territories. 

NRC-National Response Center. The NRC is the sole federal point of contact for reporting oil and chemical spills. 

NRP / NRF-National Response Plan / National Response Framework. The NRP establishes a comprehensive all-hazards 

approach to manage domestic incidents. The plan incorporates best practices and procedures from incident 

management disciplines and integrates them into a unified structure. It forms the basis of how the federal government 

coordinates with state, local, and tribal governments and the private sector during disasters and other emergencies. 

NRT-National Response Team 

NWS-National Weather Service 

OEM-Office of Emergency Management. The local or state department that is responsible for the response plan for a 

locality or state. 

Officer - The ICS title for the personnel responsible for the Command Staff positions of Safety, Liaison, and Public 

Information. 

Operational Period - The period of time scheduled for execution of a given set of operation actions as specified in the 

Incident Action Plan. Operational Periods can be of various lengths, although usually not over 24 hours. 

Operations Section - The Section responsible for all tactical operations at the incident. Includes Branches, Divisions 

and/or Groups, Task Forces, Strike Teams, Single Resources, and Staging Areas. 

OPSEC - Operational Security 

OSHA-Occupational Safety & Health Administration 



Out-of-Service Resources - Resources assigned to an incident but unable to respond for mechanical, rest, or personnel 

reasons. 

Oxygen Absorbers - When you use oxygen absorbers with proper packaging and sealing, you'll greatly reduce the oxygen 

in your food. It's important to use oxygen absorbers with gas flushing / vacuum packaging to absorb virtually all oxygen 

and absorb any oxygen that may permeate the package. This process significantly improves storage and the qualities of 

polyunsaturated fats and oils. It helps retain the fresh-roasted flavor of coffee and even nuts 

• Inhibits mold in natural cheeses and other fermented dairy products 

• Delays non-enzymatic browning of fruits and some vegetables  

• Inhibits oxidation and condensation of red pigment of most berries and sauces   

• Extends life of pharmaceuticals 

Paracord - specially braided sheath made of a durable, lightweight nylon kern-mantle rope (the same material found in a 

parachute chord). It is strong enough to use as a saw. This general purpose utility cord used by military personnel and 

survival enthusiasts, will aid in an emergency. The parachord material provides the survivalist with possibilities, including 

a versatile tool for shelter building, fire starting, rappelling, trapping for food,  weaponry, medical emergencies and 

other uses.  

Paraffin wax - A chemical preservative that retards moisture loss and prevents spoilage of food. Used mostly for canning, 

it's even edible! You'll find paraffin wax added to chocolate because it gives a glossy finish, though it is not intended for 

consumption. Use it cautiously as it is flammable when overheated. Also sometimes called, bakers wax or canning wax. 

Peaknik - An adherent of Peak Oil Theory. 

PETS Act-Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act of 2006.  

PIO-Public Information Officer. A member of the Incident Command staff responsible for communicating with the public 

and media or with other agencies with incident-related information requirements. 

Planning Meeting - A meeting held as needed throughout the duration of an incident, to select specific strategies and 

tactics for incident control operations, and for service and support planning. On larger incidents, the Planning Meeting is 

a major element in the development of the Incident Action Plan. 

Planning Section - Responsible for the collection, evaluation, and dissemination of information related to the incident, 

and for the preparation and documentation of Incident Action Plans. The Section also maintains information on the 

current and forecasted situation, and on the status of resources assigned to the incident. Includes the Situation, 

Resources, Documentation, and Demobilization Units, as well as Technical Specialists. 

POA-Point of Arrival 

POD-Point of Departure OR Probability of Detection 

 

POLLYANNA or POLLY -  A person who is in denial about the disruption that might be caused by a large scale disaster. 

Someone that is in denial that TEOTWAWKI could occur and remains cheerfully optimistic, even confronted with 

evidence to the contrary. 



POTABLE - Usually used in the context of water, it means a fluid that is safe and suitable to be consumed by humans. For 

example, you could collect water from a stream and then boil it to make it potable. 

Prep - Slang for prepare. 

Preparedness - The range of deliberate, critical tasks and activities necessary to build, sustain, and improve the 

operational capability to prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents. Preparedness is a 

continuous process. Preparedness involves efforts at all levels of government and between government and private-

sector and nongovernmental organizations to identify threats, determine vulnerabilities, and identify required 

resources. Within the NIMS, preparedness is operationally focused on establishing guidelines, protocols, and standards 

for planning, training and exercises, personnel qualification and certification, equipment certification, and publication 

management. 

Preparedness Organizations - The groups that provide interagency coordination for domestic incident management 

activities in a nonemergency context. Preparedness organizations can include all agencies with a role in incident 

management, for prevention, preparedness, response, or recovery activities. They represent a wide variety of 

committees, planning groups, and other organizations that meet and coordinate to ensure the proper level of planning, 

training, equipping, and other preparedness requirements within a jurisdiction or area. 

Prepper - a survivalist- slang for a prepared individual (A Survivalist.) 

Preppers -  Preppers are people who actively prepare for survival in uncertain times, including an economic collapse, 

natural disaster, unusual cosmic event, pandemic, or man made catastrophe. Preppers take significant action to prepare 

life's basic needs before the unthinkable should occur, which would disrupt normal living conditions. Prepping is a 

lifestyle that provides comfort and peace of mind. While their passion and skill level vary their ultimate goal is the same: 

survival in living off the grid. 

P-repare for any natural or man made disaster. 

R-espond without fear. 

E-valuate every possible scenario. 

P-ack supplies like you won't have 'em for a year. 

P-lan for the unexpected. 

E-nvision a happy outcome. 

R-emember to always have hope! 

Preps - Slang for preparations.  

Prevention - Actions to avoid an incident or to intervene to stop an incident from occurring. Prevention involves actions 

to protect lives and property. It involves applying intelligence and other information to a range of activities that may 

include such countermeasures as deterrence operations; heightened inspections; improved surveillance and security 

operations; investigations to determine the full nature and source of the threat; public health and agricultural 

surveillance and testing processes; immunizations, isolation, or quarantine; and, as appropriate, specific law 

enforcement operations aimed at deterring, preempting, interdicting, or disrupting illegal activity and apprehending 

potential perpetrators and bringing them to justice. 



Private Sector—Organizations and entities that are not part of any governmental structure.  Includes for-profit and not-

for-profit organizations, formal and informal structures, commerce and industry, private emergency response 

organizations, and private voluntary organizations. 

Procurement Unit - Functional Unit within the Finance/Administration Section responsible for financial matters involving 

vendor contracts. 

Protective action - An activity conducted in response to an accident or potential accident to avoid or reduce radiation 

dose to members of the public (sometimes referred to as "protective measure").  

Protective Action Guidelines (PAGs) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) recommended projection doses at which various protective actions are warranted. These are 

doses that would be received if no protective actions were taken. They do not indicate any dose received prior to the 

time of projecting the dose.  

Public Assistance Program—The program administered by FEMA that provides supplemental federal disaster grant 

assistance for debris removal and disposal, emergency protective measures, and the repair, replacement, or restoration 

of disaster-damaged, publicly owned facilities and the facilities of certain private nonprofit organizations. 

Public Health—Protection, safety, improvement, and interconnections of health and disease prevention among people, 

domestic animals and wildlife. 

Public Information Officer (PIO)—A member of the Command Staff responsible for interfacing with the public and media 

or with other agencies with incident-related information requirements. 

Public Works—Work, construction, physical facilities, and services provided by governments for the benefit and use of 

the public. 

Radiological - A general term referring to processes that involve nuclear radiation. 

Radiological Attack - Radiological attacks occur when radioactive material is intentionally released via RDD devices. A 

dirty bomb would be classified as such a device Accidents including radioactive material also occur in which 

Radiological Dispersion Device - An RDD is designed to scatter amounts of radioactive material over a wide area. The 

further the material disperses, the less harmful it is. In most cases, the amount of material is unlikely to be lethal. 

Rawlesian - Those who subscribe to the survivalist philosophy of James Wesley, Rawles. 

Recognition Primed Decisionmaking - A model that describes how experts make decisions under stressful situations that 

are time critical and rapidly changing. 

Recorders - Individuals within ICS organizational units who are responsible for recording information. Recorders may be 

found in Planning, Logistics, and Finance/Administration Units. 

Recovery—The development, coordination, and execution of service-and site-restoration plans for impacted 

communities and the reconstitution of government operations and services through individual, private-sector, non-

governmental, and public assistance programs that: identify needs and define resources; provide housing and promote 

restoration; address long-term care and treatment of affected persons; implement additional measure for community 

restoration; incorporate mitigation measures and techniques, as feasible; evaluate the incident to identify lessons 

learned; and develop initiatives to mitigate the effects of future incidents. 

Reinforced Response - Those resources requested in addition to the initial response. 



Reporting Locations - Location or facilities where incoming resources can check in at the incident. (See Check-In.) 

Resource Management - Efficient incident management requires a system for identifying available resources at all 

jurisdictional levels to enable timely and unimpeded access to resources needed to prepare for, respond to, or recover 

from an incident. Resource management under the NIMS includes mutual-aid agreements; the use of special Federal, 

State, local, and tribal teams; and resource mobilization protocols. 

Resources - Personnel and major items of equipment, supplies, and facilities available or potentially available for 

assignment to incident operations and for which status is maintained. Resources are described by kind and type and may 

be used in operational support or supervisory capacities at an incident or at an EOC. Resources are described by kind 

and type: 

–Kind: Describes what the resource is (e.g., medic, firefighter, Planning Section Chief, helicopters, ambulances, 

combustible gas indicators, bulldozers) 

–Type: Organizes resources by capability. Type 1 is generally considered to be more capable than Types 2, 3, or 

4, respectively, because of size, power, capacity, or, in the case of incident management teams, experience and 

qualifications 

Resources Unit - Functional Unit within the Planning Section responsible for recording the status of resources committed 

to the incident. The Unit also evaluates resources currently committed to the incident, the impact that additional 

responding resources will have on the incident, and anticipated resource needs.  

Response - Activities that address the short-term, direct effects of an incident. Response includes immediate actions to 

save lives, protect property, and meet basic human needs. Response also includes the execution of emergency 

operations plans and of mitigation activities designed to limit the loss of life, personal injury, property damage, and 

other unfavorable outcomes. As indicated by the situation, response activities include applying intelligence and other 

information to lessen the effects or consequences of an incident; increased security operations; continuing 

investigations into nature and source of the threat; ongoing public health and agricultural surveillance and testing 

processes; immunizations, isolation, or quarantine; and specific law enforcement operations aimed at preempting, 

interdicting, or disrupting illegal activity, and apprehending actual perpetrators and bringing them to justice. 

Retreat - A place of refuge that is prepared in advance. Usually in lightly-populated rural regions. Also sometimes called 

a Bug Out Location. (See also - BOL.) 

ROC-Regional Operations Center. When a disaster crosses jurisdictional lines, a regional command center is set up to 

help response efforts across jurisdictional lines be as efficient and effective as possible. 

ROTFL - Rolling on the floor laughing. 

ROTFLMAO - Rolling on the floor laughing my a** off. 

Safety Officer - A member of the Command Staff responsible for monitoring and assessing safety hazards or unsafe 

situations, and for developing measures for ensuring personnel safety. The Safety Officer may have Assistants. 

SAR/ S&R-Search and Rescue 

SARS - Caused by a virus and is characterized by high fever, cough and breathing difficulties, headache, which in some 

patients can be severe or even fatal. The disease is transmitted when persons come into contact with virus expelled by 

coughing, or with contaminated materials and surfaces. The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) has 



been watching for cases since the outbreak began in early 2003 and is working closely with hospitals and medical 

providers to increase their knowledge of the disease. 

SART-State Animal Response Team 

Section - The organizational level having responsibility for a major functional area of incident management, e.g., 

Operations, Planning, Logistics, Finance/Administration, and Intelligence (if established). The section is organizationally 

situated between the Branch and the Incident Command. 

Segment - A geographical area in which a Task Force/Strike Team Leader or Supervisor of a single resource is assigned 

authority and responsibility for the coordination of resources and implementation of planned tactics. A segment may be 

a portion of a Division or an area inside or outside the perimeter of an incident. Segments are identified with Arabic 

numbers. 

SERE - Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape. 

Service Branch - A Branch within the Logistics Section responsible for service activities at the incident. Includes the 

Communication, Medical, and Food Units. 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning - Severe thunderstorms are occurring. Remember, tornadoes occasionally develop in 

areas in which a severe thunderstorm watch or warning is in effect. Remain alert to signs of an approaching tornado and 

seek shelter if threatening conditions exist. 

Severe Thunderstorm Watch - Severe thunderstorms are possible in our area. 

SHEEPLE - This is a term which is (obviously) a combination of “sheep” and “people. It alludes to a blind conformance in 

people, usually to an authority (e.g. the government). In survivalist culture specifically, it is usually used in a derogatory 

capacity and means people who blindly accept what they are told at face value without doing any research or 

investigation of their own. People herded like sheep by the Government. These people don't question authority, they 

don't prep, and they will be among the first to die in uncertain times. For example, if the news says something is bad, 

the sheeple immediately adopt the same opinion. Those who blindly think nothing will happen to them & the 

government will provide 

Shelf Life - The useful life of product in home storage. In the context of foods - The period of time that a processed food 

can be stored before changes in color, flavor, texture or the number of micro-organisms make it unacceptable. In the 

contexts of nonreversible consumer batteries - The period of time that a battery can be stored and still have at least 85% 

of its original charge. 

Shelter in Place - An instruction from emergency personnel to remain wherever you are currently located, generally used 

when there is air contamination. 

SHTF (Shit Hits The Fan) - a general acronym used to describe any sort of large scale disaster. In most cases, the 

referenced event would put survivalists in “Bug-Out Mode”. 

Single Resource - An individual, a piece of equipment and its personnel complement, or a crew or team of individuals 

with an identified work Supervisor that can be used on an incident. 

SIP - Shelter in Place 

SITREP-Situation Report. A report summarizing the status of the incident and its response. 

SITSTAT-Situation Status Report. Same as a Situation Report. 



Situation Assessment—The evaluation and interpretation of information gathered from a variety of sources (including 

weather information and forecasts, computerized models, GIS data mapping, remote sensing sources, ground surveys, 

etc.) that, when communicated to emergency managers and decision-makers, can provide a basis for incident 

management decision-making.   

Situation Unit - Functional Unit within the Planning Section responsible for the collection, organization, and analysis of 

incident status information, and for analysis of the situation as it progresses. Reports to the Planning Section Chief. 

Sleet - Rain that turns to ice pellets before reaching the ground. Sleet also causes roads to freeze and become slippery. 

Smallpox - Causes high fever and rash and has a high fatality rate of around one in three. The disease is contagious, 

Thanks to vaccines, the disease is no longer occurs naturally. Because the United States stopped widespread Smallpox 

vaccinations in the 1970s, most people no longer carry immunity against the disease, making it an attractive tool to 

terrorists desiring to cause widespread illness and panic in a population 

SOL - S***  Out of Luck, or, Simply Out of Luck 

Solar Flares -  NASA.gov defines solar flares as "Storms on the sun that send out both rays and particles." NASA also 

explains that "A solar flare is an intense burst of radiation coming from the release of magnetic energy associated with 

sunspots." Solar flares potentially could knock out power grids, disrupt satellites, and bring the economy to a halt. A 

Coronal Mass Ejection precedes a solar flare. 

Solar oven -  a solar oven (or solar cooker) is made with aluminum reflectors to bake foods using the sun's energy. Used 

to either heat food or sterilize water, this outdoor cooking method concentrates sunlight thereby converting light to 

heat, and trapping heat. 

SOP or S.O.P. - Standard Operating Procedure(s) 

Span of Control - The number of individuals a supervisor is responsible for, usually expressed as the ratio of supervisors 

to individuals. (Under the NIMS, an appropriate span of control is between 1:3 and 1:7.) 

Staging Area - Location established where resources can be placed while awaiting a tactical assignment. The Operations 

Section manages Staging Areas. 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) - Complete reference document or an operations manual that provides the 

purpose, authorities, duration, and details for the preferred method of performing a single function or a number of 

interrelated functions in a uniform manner. 

State - When capitalized, refers to any State of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and any 

possession of the United States. See Section 2 (14), Homeland Security Act of 2002, Public Law 107-296, 116 Stat. 2135 

(2002). 

Strategic - Strategic elements of incident management are characterized by continuous long-term, high-level planning by 

organizations headed by elected or other senior officials. These elements involve the adoption of long-range goals and 

objectives, the setting of priorities, the establishment of budgets and other fiscal decisions, policy development, and the 

application of measures of performance or effectiveness. 

Strategy - The general direction selected to accomplish incident objectives set by the Incident Commander. 



Strike Team - A specified combination of the same kind and type of resources with common communications and a 

Leader. 

SuperPail -  Brand name for a food grade bucket. 

Supervisor - The ICS title for individuals responsible for a Division or Group. 

Supply Unit - Functional Unit within the Support Branch of the Logistics Section responsible for ordering equipment and 

supplies required for incident operations. 

Support Branch - A Branch within the Logistics Section responsible for providing personnel, equipment, and supplies to 

support incident operations. Includes the Supply, Facilities, and Ground Support Units. 

Support Resources - Nontactical resources under the supervision of the Logistics, Planning, or Finance/Administration 

Sections, or the Command Staff. 

Supporting Materials - Refers to the several attachments that may be included with an Incident Action Plan, e.g., 

Communications Plan, Map, Safety Plan, Traffic Plan, and Medical Plan. 

Survival  -  sur•viv•al 

noun, often attributive \sər-ˈvī-vəl\ 

Definition of SURVIVAL 

1 

a : the act or fact of living or continuing longer than another person or thing  

b : the continuation of life or existence <problems of survival in arctic conditions>  

2 

: one that survives  

Examples of SURVIVAL 

1. The refugees depend on foreign aid for their survival. 

2. Small businesses are fighting for survival. 

3. the survival of an old folktale 

First Known Use of SURVIVAL 

1598 

Survival seeds -  Survival seeds are non-GMO and non-hybrid seeds preferred by Preppers because they are not 

genetically modified. They are seeds that may be planted and replanted endlessly, which is not the case with genetically 

modified seeds. 

Survivalism - sur•viv•al•ism 

noun \sər-ˈvī-və-ˌli-zəm\ 



: an attitude, policy, or practice based on the primacy of survival as a value  

First Known Use of SURVIVALISM 

1928 

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "survivalism" 

sur•viv•al•ist 

noun \-və-list\ 

SURVIVALIST - A person who advocates or practices survivalism; especially : one who has prepared to survive in the 

anarchy of an anticipated breakdown of society  

— survivalist adjective  

First Known Use of SURVIVALIST 

1970 

 

Tactical Direction - Direction given by the Operations Section Chief that includes the tactics required to implement the 

selected strategy, the selection and assignment of resources to carry out the tactics, directions for tactics 

implementation, and performance monitoring for each operational period. 

Tactics - Deploying and directing resources on an incident to accomplish incident strategy and objectives. 

Task Force - A combination of single resources assembled for a particular tactical need with common communications 

and a Leader. 

Team - See Single Resource. 

Technical Specialists - Personnel with special skills that can be used anywhere within the ICS organization. 

TEOTWAWKI - (Spoken “Tee-ought-walk-ee”) -  "The End Of The World As We Know It." James Wesley Rawles and Mike 

Medintz are both popularly credited for this phrase, which has become extremely popular with Preppers. 

Terrorism—Any activity that (1) involves an act that (a) is dangerous to human life or potentially destructive of critical 

infrastructure or key resources; and (b) is a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any state or other 

subdivision of the United States; and (2) appears to be intended (a) to intimidate or coerce a civilian population; (b) to 

influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or (c) to affect the conduct of a government by mass 

destruction, assassination, or kidnapping. 

The Crunch. - See - WTSHTF 

Threat - An indication of possible violence, harm, or danger. 

Time Unit - Functional Unit within the Finance/Administration Section responsible for recording time for incident 

personnel and hired equipment. 

Tools - Those instruments and capabilities that allow for the professional performance of tasks, such as information 

systems, agreements, doctrine, capabilities, and legislative authorities. 



Tornado Warning - A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. If a tornado warning is issued for your 

area and the sky becomes threatening, move to your pre-designated place of safety. 

Tornado Watch - Tornadoes are possible in our area including downtown Chicago. Remain alert for approaching storms. 

Tribal - Any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or community, including any Alaskan Native Village as 

defined in or established pursuant to the Alaskan Native Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688) (43 U.S.C.A. and 1601 et 

seq.), that is recognized as eligible for the special programs and services provided by the United States to Indians 

because of their status as Indians. 

TSHTF - The S*** Hits the Fan. 

Type - A classification of resources in the ICS that refers to capability. Type 1 is generally considered to be more capable 

than Types 2, 3, or 4, respectively, because of size, power, capacity, or, in the case of Incident Management Teams, 

experience and qualifications. 

Unaffiliated Volunteer—An individual who is not formally associated with a recognized voluntary disaster relief 

organization; also known as a “spontaneous” or “emergency” volunteer. 

Unhardened (electronics) - See - EMP 

Unified Area Command - A Unified Area Command is established when incidents under an Area Command are 

multijurisdictional. (See Area Command and Unified Command.) 

Unified Command - An application of ICS used when there is more than one agency with incident jurisdiction or when 

incidents cross political jurisdictions. Agencies work together through the designated members of the Unified Command, 

often the senior person from agencies and/or disciplines participating in the Unified Command, to establish a common 

set of objectives and strategies and a single Incident Action Plan. 

Unified Command-A team of individual representatives of multiple organizations who together have authority and 

responsibility for incident operations and management. In the ICS, an incident response may be led by a single Incident 

Commander or by a Unified Command of multiple people. 

Unified Command—An application of ICS used when there is more than one agency with incident jurisdiction or when 

incidents cross political jurisdictions. Agencies work together through the designated members of the Unified Command 

to establish their designated Incident Commanders at a single ICP and to establish a common set of objectives and 

strategies and a single Incident Action Plan. 

Unit - The organizational element having functional responsibility for a specific incident Planning, Logistics, or 

Finance/Administration activity. 

Unity of Command - The concept by which each person within an organization reports to one and only one designated 

person. The purpose of unity of command is to ensure unity of effort under one responsible commander for every 

objective 

Unsolicited Goods—Donated items offered by and/or sent to the incident area by the public, the private sector, or other 

source, that have not been requested by government or nonprofit disaster relief coordinators.   

USGS-United States Geological Service 

Vagabond stove -  Also called a "Buddy Burner," you can make this stove from a #10 can (about the size of an old 

fashioned coffee can). 



VMAT-Veterinary Medical Assistance Team; VMATs assist the local veterinary community with the care of animals and 

provide veterinary oversight and advice on animal related issues and public health during a disaster. The VMATs were 

established by the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) and are sponsored by the American Veterinary 

Medical Foundation (AVMF). 

Volcano oven -  A Volcano oven is the brand name of a highly rated collapsible cook stove, pictured top center. It's often 

called an "oven" though it's really a stove, because it's well suited to work with a Dutch Oven.  

Voluntary Agency-Any chartered or otherwise duly recognized tax-exempt local, state, or national organization or group 

providing services for coping with an emergency or a major disaster. 

Volunteer—Any individual accepted to perform services by an agency that has authority to accept volunteer services 

when the individual performs services without promise, expectation, or receipt of compensation for services performed. 

Warming Center - Warming centers are designated areas throughout the City that are activated during periods of 

extreme temperatures. 

Weapon of Mass Destruction (WMD)—As defined in Title 18, U.S.C §2332a: (1) any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas, 

bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge or more than 4 ounces, or missile having an explosive or incendiary 

charge of more than one-quarter ounce, or mine or similar device; (2) any weapon that is designed or intended to cause 

death or serious bodily injury through the release, dissemination, or impact of toxic or poisonous chemicals or their 

precursors; (3) any weapon involving a disease organism, or (4) any weapon that is designed to release radiation or 

radioactivity at a level dangerous to human life. 

West Nile Virus - Mosquito-borne virus that can cause serious health conditions including encephalitis and meningitis 

West Nile is most common during peak mosquito season, June 1-Oct. 31. The City of Chicago monitors suspected cases 

of the disease in humans, and has a vigorous prevention and monitoring program 

Wind-chill - The wind chill is based on the rate of heat loss from exposed skin caused by combined effects of wind and 

cold. As the wind increases, heat is carried away from the body at an accelerated rate, driving down the body 

temperature. Animals are also affected by wind chill. 

Winter Storm Warning - severe winter conditions have begun or are about to begin. 

Winter Storm Watch - Severe winter weather such as heavy snow or ice is possible within the next day or two. 

Winter Weather Advisory - cold temperatures, ice and snow are expected. 

Wireless Priority Service (WPS)—WPS allows authorized NS/EP personnel to gain priority access to the next available 

wireless radio channel to initiate calls during an emergency when carrier channels may be congested. 

WROL - Without Rule Of Law. (A lawless situation.) 

WTSHTF - When the S*** Hits the Fan.  also synonymously use the terms TEOTWAWKI, The Crunch, worst case, and the 

old military saying “when the balloon goes up”, or the worst case, aka TEOTWAWKI 

YOYO - You're On Your Own. (When government ceases to provide essential services such as fire department and police 

department protection, and when utilities no longer provide water, sanitation, electricity and phone service.) 

Zombie - The name for the unprepared and often aggressive masses who will look to take what you have painstakingly 

prepared. 



Zoonotic diseases-Infectious diseases that can be transmitted between animals and humans or that may infect both 

humans and animals; anthrax, equine encephalitis, and rabies are examples of zoonotic diseases. 
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